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MARTIN ROWSON

“The more the characters do, the
less gets done, the less they have
to say, the more they talk...”

E.M. Forster
on Tristram Shandy

and the more they talk,
the more Rowson draws.

. THE LIFE AND OPINIONS OF

TRISTRAM
SHANDY,"

"GENTLEMAN

The Life and Opinions of Tristram Shandy, which first began to appear 250 years ago, has outlived
all its critics — even its greatest: “Nothing odd will do long,” declared Dr. Johnson in 1776,
“Tristram Shandy did not last.” (He felt the same about America.)

Laurence Sterne’s bizarrely profuse labyrinth of digression found a kindred spirit in the artist
Martin Rowson, whose classic 1996 masterpiece of graphic adaptation and textual
deconstruction is here republished with a specially commissioned new cover from the author.
Dazzlingly faithful to the nine volumes of this first-ever “anti-novel” (1759-67), Rowson has
supplied the closest we will ever have to a tenth — not least for fulfilling Sterne’s original hope:
“That every time a man smiles — but much more so when he laughs — it adds something to this
Fragment of Life.”
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PRAISE FOR ROWSON’S ADAPTATION:

“This book becomes a magnificent tribute to its original, perhaps the most
extraordinary work in the history of illustrations to Sterne and a work in its

own right.” The Independent

Tristram Shandy joins an ever-growing list of critically acclaimed titles in the EYE CLASSICS
series, which includes Kafka's 7he Trial (2008) Bulgakov’s The Master and Margarita (2008) and
Dostoevsky’s Crime and Punishment (2009).

AUTHOR APPEARANCES:

— Shrewsbury International Comics Festival, The Old Market Hall, 24* April 2010
— The Cartoon Museum, London, 13* May 2010

— Guardian Hay Festival, Hay 3™ June 2010

— London Literature Festival, Southbank Centre, 3rd July 2010

ABOUT THE AUTHOR:

Martin Rowson is one of Britain's best-known satirists. His distinctively left-wing, satirical style
sees his work published regularly in the Guardian and the Daily Mirror, and has earned him the
honorary title of London’s 'Cartoonist Laureate'. Rowson has penned several novels, including
Stuff (Samuel Johnson Prize, longlisted) and 7he Dog Allusion. His graphic novel credits include
FUCK: The Human Odyssey (2008) and The Waste Land (1994). He’s currently adapting

Gulliver’s Travels into graphic novel form.
NOTES FOR EDITORS:

—Laurence Sterne (1713-68) is the original author of 7ristram Shandy. Sterne was an
Irish-born, English novelist and an Anglican clergyman. The first volumes of 7ristram were

published in 1759.
— Media pack: cleared web & print images at www.selfmadehero.com/tristram.zip

— Distribution: Turnaround, Unit 3, Olympia Trading Estate, Coburg Rd, London N22 6TZ
T: 020 8829 3000 F: 020 8881 5088 E: orders@turnaround-uk.com W: www.turnaround-uk.co.uk
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