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Now, Shakespeare gets comic treatment

UK Publishers To Turn Bard’s Plays Into Comics; Critics Say ‘Dumbing Down’ Could Hurt Students

London: How would vousvant vour cluld
to be mitrcduced 1o Shakespeare? (Nole
o Puritans: Please don 't read any further
as tf may be mjurious do your health,)
Ilm-uLh his sonnets, pld n-n.'nnrl POEE,
ar s some British publishers are plan
ning, through eomie sirips,

One Brivsh publisher, Classical
Comics, 12 planning to rework the
tard s plays as camie boolks forstudents
who Fine him either too difficalt ar bor
g, while another = looking tooffer him
as Manga Shakespeare—cut-down ver
s1ons of some of the plavs, ina Japan-
pEe cartoon style

Classical Comies hopes the comics
will inspire disaffected readers with a
levve of the Bard's playvs. The firm 1= work-
g on full-oolour com i--'1-|“~:iun~'--l' some
af the plays. starting with Henry Vani
Macheth, but taling a different n|1|1|n:u-h
to accessibility, Each comes i three ver.

a1oms to help teachers cater tochi ldren of

differing literacy ahilities: original text,
“plain text” and “quick text”. The first
nses Shalespeara’s own words, the sec

MACBETH: THE ORIGINAL VERSUS THE ‘QUICK TEXT'

Al:tbn'n scene one: Macheth sees a
blood-« rietl dagoet

® Original text: Macheth: “1s this a
dagger, which 1 see before m
The handle toward my hand?
Come let me clutch thee

® Quick text: Macbeth: ~1s this a
dagger in front of me? Come
here!

® Original textt: Macheth:

Viards to

the heat of deeds too cold breath
[ives

® Quicke text: Macbeth "Enough
r.l"\.

aned translates them into plain English
while the third—“quick text” version
naes as few words as possible,

The firm hopes to print 10,000 copies
of each version of 1t first comie play, Hen-
rv V. Macheth should be ready next vear

ani thers are alzo plans for Romeo and

Juliet, as well as classie novels meluding
Jane Evre and Great Expectations, The
firm hopes eventually to publish comic
strip versionsof all Shalespeare’s plays,

The comics are targeted at older pri-

mary stuclents and teenagers and have al
ready won the backing of the Natwonal
Association for the Teaching of English

But the Queen's English Society
warned that “dumbed down™ versions
conld baelkfire by allowing pupils to avoid
tack ling the language and themes of the
ariginals, There 1= also a fear that this
trend of sumplifyving lterature could leadd
to more howlers and collogquialisms in
students’ exam papers.

I..'-.,-mln--lxh. e cormplained students
discuss Shakespeare's plays as if they
were TV soapoperas and pepper their es-
says with conversational chiches and ref-
erences to popular eulure,

Another UK publishing house, Self

Made Hero, 1s offering Manga Shalke-
spea te—cui-down versions of someof the
playvs. in a Japanese cartoon sty e, They
are dravwmn by established manga artists,
the characters acquiring the l';|-i---|I big
bright eves and cute little noses of the
farm. Tis first productions are Romeo arad
Juliet and Hamlet, with Richard IT and
The Tempest coning this autwmn and oth-

e to fol low

Romeo and Julret, the blurb explains,
15 set in modern-day Japan. The text 1s
Shalespeara"s, but abrdged, Meanwhile,
the Princeol Denmark now inhabits the
‘evberworld of 2017, when global elimate
change has devastated the planet,

Sell Made Hero's Emima Hayley said
Shakespeare’s language had been cut
where the comic format could carry the
visuallv Inaddition, each work hadd
hiad to be made to fit their standard 208
page paperback boolk format.

‘uirl-nn---- from Learning -nnrl Teach-
ing Scotland says comics have often been
disnmssed as a medium in Britam, and
areusually approached with caution by
both libraries and schools as “somehosr
undermining hiteracy and morality™. B
it savs graphic novels can play an mm-
portant part i encouraging reading
armongst older students, especially voung
men and boyvs who make up most of the
market— though this s changing with
the meoreasingly populanty of manga.
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